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PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: The Chair would recognize Senator Chambers,
to open on his amendment.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Thank you. Mr . Pr esident, members of the
Legi s l a t u r e , I k n ow t h a t i t ' s b e e n k i n d o f a r u n - o f - t h e - mi l l
m orning , but I k i nd of wi sh y o u w o ul d l i st en t o t he d i sc u s s i o n
on these two bills, this one and the next one, because I have a
concern that goe s beyond just these bills. LB 2 7 3 is a bill
which, in its present form, would do what I desc ribed on the
sheet that I handed out. It has to do with regulating breeders
and those who operate animal shelters, and so forth. You ' re
going to ha v e to bear with me this morning, and I hope that my
voice may not betray me, but what I ' m do ing wi t h LB 27 3 is
taking all of the ori ginal c o ntents out of that bill, so it
remains a shell. Then I'm asking that you adopt th e am e ndment
that is be f ore you . This amendment consists of the language
curr e n t l y i n L B 2 7 2 an d L B 3 0 0 . LB 2 7 2 i s o n Gen e r a l Fi l e . I

i n t r o d u ce d i t . L B 2 7 2 , wh i c h i s wha t I wan t t o p u t i n t o t h e
b i l l , a l on g wi t h t h e co n t e n t s o f L B 3 00 , wou l d sa y t h a t t ho se
who work with child protective agencies, or those who work with
t he a g e n c i e s t hat p r ot ec t t he aged , or t ho se wh o d ea l w i t h
domestic v i o l e n c e woul d b e r e q u i r e d t o r ep o r t a n y a n i ma l c r u e l t y
that they observe. There was no opposition to the b il l. The
support was strong. A nd there were people with experience in
this area who poit ad out that there are women who have remained
i n abus iv e s i t ua t i o n s b e cause t h e s p ouse woul d b r u t a l i ze o r eve n
kill a companion animal if she left. One woman did not leave,
but t he ma n s t i l l t ook he r t oy poo d le a n d b e a t i t t o deat h wi t h
his fists. There was a woman in Lincoln who was so attached to
a cow. . . and t h i s i s f or r eal . She l i ved i n Cr e t e , I t h i nk . She
would n o t l e av e , b e c au s e o f h e r a t t a c hm en t t o t h i s v e r y l a r g e
animal , a nd s h e t ho u g h t i f sh e l e f t t he sp o u s e w o u ld do t e r r i b l e
things to it. So some people with the Humane Society, in
connection with others who d eal in do mestic violence, had
managed to create a situation where the w oman a nd the spo u se
would be aw ay from the house. And at that time, they spirited
t he co w a w ay , p l a ce d i t i n a s a f e l o c a t i on , n o t i f i e d t h e woma n ,
and then s he left. It ha s also been shown that those who do

i n t r o d u ce d i t . L B 30 0 i s on Gen e r a l Fi l e . Sen a t o r Ha r t ne t t
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